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SEARCH FOR THE BEST SLOW COOKER IN THE COUNTRY AT FOOD NETWORK SOUTHERN FOOD AND WINE FESTIVAL IN NASHVILLE
1st Annual Slow Cooker Competition at Gaylord Opryland Resort

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (July 7, 2009)— At the upcoming Food Network Southern Food & Wine Festival at Gaylord Opryland Resort in Nashville, TN, the search will be on for the best Slow Cooking home-chef in the country. The first 80 people to register to compete will be provided with surprise ingredients as they work their magic, the Hamilton Beach Slow-Cooker way, toward winning an array of prizes. Cash prizes will be awarded to the first three place finishers,  and other great prizes will be awarded for the 4th – 10th place finishers.

· First Place will be awarded $1,000.00

· Second Place will be awarded $650.00

· Third Place will be awarded $350.00

The Food Network Southern Food & Wine Festival at Gaylord Opryland Resort  is July 31 –Aug. 2, 2009. The competition will begin on Friday and continue on Saturday, with the finals taking place on Sunday August 2. Each day, 25 percent of the contestants will advance toward the finals. The recipes will be judged by Gaylord Opryland’s Executive Chefs along with guest chefs from other establishments in Nashville.
The entry fee for guests staying at the resort Friday and Saturday nights is $50. There is a special room rate for competitors at $119. To reserve a room at that rate call 1-888-999-OPRY and request the code 09FCP. The entry fee for non-resort guests is $350.

Contest Rules:

1. Each contestant:

a. Will be furnished with a 6ft. prep table and a 6ft. cooking table as well as a Hamilton Beach Slow Cooker and electrical outlet.

b. Will be given the same “bonus” ingredients the Monday before the competition. Each of the “bonus” ingredients may be used.

c. Will be given the same “staple” ingredients the morning of the competition. Each of the “staple” ingredients must be used.

d. Will be given the “mystery” ingredients at the same time Monday, July 27, 1009, via email by 5 p.m.
e. Must bring their own personal cooking utensils including any knives, spoons, cutting boards, measuring spoons & cups, etc. No utensils will be provided to any contestant.

f. Will turn in their dish at 3pm for judging.

2. Judging:

a. Each contestants dish will be judged on the following:

i. Creativity

ii. Taste

iii. Temperature

iv. Appearance

b. Judges panel will be made up of three local Chefs and all decisions are final.

To enter,  email Amanda Taylor at ataylor@gaylordhotels.com or call 615-458-2878.

Add a dash of summertime fun. In addition to spending one-to-three days at the action-packed Food Network Southern Food and Wine Festival at Gaylord Opryand Resort, there are many other things to enjoy at the resort:.

· Eat and shop at the more than 20 restaurants and shops at Gaylord Opryland.

· Swim in one of the five sparkling swimming pools.

· Stroll in the comfortable 72 degree atriums filled with 9 acres of lush gardens and splashing waterfalls.

· Enjoy SummerFest 2009 activities on Delta Island including free nightly line dance lessons and fountain shows choreographed to country music or evening country cruises along the indoor Delta River in a fun, lighted boat with music from the Grand Ole Opry. 

Tickets for individual festival events can be purchased separately, or there are seven different levels of packages available for the Food Network Southern Food & Wine Festival at Gaylord Opryland Resort  starting at $135 per person*. To make your reservations call 1-888-999-OPRY or go to www.southernfoodandwinefestival.com.

*Per person based on double occupancy and availability plus tax, daily resort fee and parking. Entertainment/artists and pricing subject to change without notice. Some events additional admission required. Atrium Garden, add $65 plus tax per night.  Extra nights available at prevailing rates. In applicable packages, meet and greet must be used for corresponding chef event. Restrictions apply.
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